
 

  

Serving Current and Retired  
Federal Employees 

South Carolina NARFE Federation  

January 2018  Volume 55-Issue 1 

 

GREETINGS EVERYONE AND 
HAPPY NEW YEAR! 

Once again Chapter 1015 of Myrtle Beach, S.C. will 
host the State Conference (aka Convention).  This will 
be the 54th State Conference which will be held 
March 26th thru 28th at the Hilton Myrtle Beach 
Resort Hotel (same hotel as last year). 

So let's get our registration forms in early and let's 
make this the grandest conference of all.  Registration 
form is included within this newsletter on page 3.   So 
please mark your calendars and reserve your hotel 
rooms (great rates). 

I hope to see new faces at this conference.  So Chapter 
Presidents get on your soap box and tell all of your 
members about the great speakers and comradery at 
the previous conventions and don't forget to mention 
this year's conference will be at Myrtle Beach, SC.  
The weather here is great in March and perhaps they 
can also vacation here at the same time. 

After January 1st the planning team and others will 
have work to do in preparation for this event. 

I would love to see a great turn out of all national 
members and chapter members from each of the 16 
Chapters in S.C.  See ya in March!  Come all to the 
State Conference! 

Conference Committee Chair 
and Myrtle Beach Chapter 
1015 President  
Marci Vogel 
marci.vogel2015@gmail.com 

Save these dates! 
 

March 26-28, 2018 — 54th Annual Conference 
of South Carolina NARFE Federation 

national & chapter members   

See reservation form on page 3 or  
go to scnarfe.org for fillable form 

Questions or Comments — Call Bob Shear at  
803-331-9567 or email  

robertshear.narfe87@hotmail.com 

Greetings SC NARFE national and chapter members.  I 
have two issues to discuss.     

First, you’ll find a ballot inside this newsletter for your 
use to vote for our South Carolina federation officers for 
the coming year.  This is our first election to implement 
one member, one vote  to ensure everyone’s voice is 
heard.  A fillable ballot is also on the scnarfe.org website.  
You may vote either on-line or mail in your ballot.  
Either way, I hope everyone votes.     

Second, the form (on page 3) is provided so you can  
register to attend our upcoming federation conference 
scheduled for March 26-28, 2018 at the Hilton Myrtle 
Beach Resort.  The registration form also provides 
information needed to make your hotel reservation.  The 
registration form is also available in a fillable format on 
our scnarfe.org website.   

February 23 is the last day for reservations. The Hilton 
Myrtle Beach Resort Hotel is a great facility and has 
been very accommodating to us for this conference.  
Please also note that reservations may be made for an 
extended stay before and after the conference at the same 
price. 

Best regards and I hope to see you in Myrtle Beach in 
March 2018 for some great training and team building.  
Don’t hesitate to contact me if you have any questions or 
need further assistance. 

South Carolina Federation 
President  
Robert Shear 
robertshear.narfe87@hotmail.com 
Telephone or text:  803-331-9567 

See what follows in this newsletter: 

Page 2 — Article by Region III Vice President, Mr. 
Clarence Robinson 

Page 2 — Listing of Chapter Presidents 

Insert page — 2018 Ballot to vote for South Carolina 
Federation President, Executive Vice President, 
Secretary and Treasurer 

Page 3 — Conference Registration Form 

Page 4 — Picture from recent recruiting event 

Page 4 — Listing of federation officers 
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Chapter  President’s Name Chapter  President’s Name  

72 North Charleston  William Greenhill  1015 Myrtle Beach Marcelene L. Vogel  

87 Columbia  Ernest J. Williams  1021 Beaufort Mary Gourdine  

121 Greenville  John L. Thompson  1079 Clemson  Gail W. Cline  

560 Spartanburg  George Goings  1082 Summerville  Patricia Whitely  

772 Newberry  Deborah Hill  1180 Rock Hill  Judithanne P Hare  

825 Anderson  Harry T. Brown  1958 Pawleys Island  Gerald W Miller  

934 Aiken John W. Geiger  2258 Hilton Head Robert Huisman  

960 Florence Jesse Adams 2319 Camden Betty L Hawkins  

South Carolina Federation Chapter Presidents 

 The women and men listed below are to be commended for their willingness to give their time and energy in 
support of NARFE in South Carolina.   

Thank them when you see them in Myrtle Beach in March 2018! 

 

 

 

 

(Continued from the bottom of the previous 
column.) 

Some of the accomplishments of the National 
Executive Board (NEB) during 2017 were: 

• Hired an Executive Director, Legal Counsel, and 
Parliamentarian  

• Established seven Advisory Standing Committees 
• Established an Operating Plan for NARFE 
• Currently updating all NARFE Policy manuals and 

Handbooks 
• Planning for the future so NARFE will remain solvent  

As we strive to make NARFE the “Organization of 
Choice,” I am asking each member to recruit at least 
one member in 2018. If we can accomplish this, we will 
double the size of our organization and multiply our 
influence on Capitol Hill. Thank you for being a 
NARFE member, and your efforts for recruitment. 

The only constant we can rely upon in the future is 
‘Change.’ Change will allow NARFE to exist as a 
viable organization while serving our membership in 
protecting the rights and benefits of all NARFE 
members and the Federal Community. 

I have made appropriate and timely notification of my 
intent to seek re-election to the Region 3 Vice President 
position for the period November 2018 through 
October 2020. I have been informed that I am 
unopposed on the ballot. I want to assure you that I am 
sincerely appreciative of your support and 
encouragement during the past year. I pledge my 
complete dedication to represent you, the loyal 
members of Region III. As a member of the NEB, I will 
continue my efforts to insure NARFE’s future as a 
viable Association. Together, we will succeed. 

NARFE Region III Vice  
President 
Clarence Robinson  
crobin8145@att.net  

A year has passed since I was elected to 
the Region III Vice President position. 
2017 has been an interesting year. 2018 
is poised to be even more interesting 
than 2017. NARFE is evolving and a lot of changes have 
been made or are in the process of being implemented. 
NARFE is adapting for the implementation of One 
Member, One Vote (OMOV) and Optional Chapter 
Membership (OCM) after these two Bylaw changes were 
passed by the delegates at the 2016 National Convention 
in Reno Nevada. Little did everyone know the 
ramifications of these two amendments or the amount of 
work that would be involved to put them in effect. 

With OMOV, each member will get the opportunity to 
vote since delegates are no longer required under the new 
guidelines. Members are also not required to be a member 
of a Chapter because of the new OCM, although there are 
major advantages of Chapter membership. Chapter 
membership is still an available choice! It is imperative 
that each member exercise the right to vote. Voting serves 
as your voice and expresses your preferences which aid us 
in effective decision making. 

It is my honor to serve as your liaison to NARFE 
Headquarters. Keeping the lines of communication open 
from the Regional level to the Federations and Chapters is 
my commitment to you. 

(Continued at the top of the next column.) 



 

  

 
 

Enter your NARFE membership ID #   
 

 

 
 

Fold the ballot in half, seal by taping or stapling it closed, and add first class postage.  Mail to the ad-
dress shown on the outside of your ballot.  If you prefer, you may save your ballot to your computer 
and email it to pwhitely@sc.rr.com.  There is also a fillable ballot you can use on the scnarfe.org web-
site.  When finished entering the information in the fillable form, email it to pwhitely@sc.rr.com.  
 

IMPORTANT NOTE:  To be counted, your ballot must contain your NARFE 
membership ID # and be received by Pat Whitely no later than February 23, 
2018.   
 

For President For Executive Vice President 

One Year Term                      Vote for not more than ONE One Year Term                          Vote for not more than ONE 

Robert Shear (Incumbent), Chapter 87, Columbia 
Blaine Lotz, Chapter 2258,   
Hilton Head/Bluffton 

(Write-in)  (Write-in)   

For Secretary For Treasurer 

One Year Term                      Vote for not more than ONE One Year Term                          Vote for not more than ONE 

 Clara Gillentine, Chapter 87, Columbia  Betty Hawkins, Chapter 2319, Camden 

(Write-in) (Write-in) 

Official Ballot 
South Carolina NARFE Federation 2018 Election 

Instructions to voters 

To vote, check the box           opposite the name of your choice, like this:  

To write-in a candidate not on the ballot, clearly print the name on the line provided for the office and 
check the box  opposite the write-in line, like this:   

ELECTED OFFICES 

√ 

√ 

Inserted page — unnumbered.   In the printed newsletter, this page and the following page were one sheet, back to back.  



 

  

Patricia Whitely 
411 Woodward Blvd. 
Summerville, SC 29483-3128 

Place  
stamp 
here 

 

FROM   
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54th Annual SC NARFE Federation  
Conference — March 26-28, 2018 

Sign-in:  March 26 (noon to 3:45 pm & 5:30 pm to  
6:30 pm) & March 27 (7:30 am to 8:30 am) 

Opening Ceremony:  March 26 at 4:00 pm 

Registration 
Form 

Make hotel room reservations for SC NARFE Conference direct with: 

Hilton Myrtle Beach Resort — 10000 Beach Club Drive — Myrtle Beach, SC 29572-5304 

When making a reservation, indicate this is with the Hilton Myrtle Beach Resort and use group code NAR for the special 
conference rate.   

Toll Free Reservations:  800-876-0010  

On Line Reservations:  www.kingstonplantation.com 

Cut Off Date for Hotel Reservations:  February 22, 2018  

Three additional days before March 26 and after March 28 may be reserved at the conference rate.  Late reservations are subject 
to availability and prevailing rate.  The special conference rate is $104.00, plus taxes of 12% for a total cost of $116.48 per 
night.  Self parking is complimentary.  If needed, valet parking is available for $15.00.  

First Name ______________________________ Last Name _________________________________________________________________________________ 

Badge Name, if different from First Name  _____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Mailing Address:  Street or PO Box #_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

City ________________________________________________ State _____________________ Zip Code _____________________________________________ 

Home Phone ( ____ ) ______________________________ Cell Phone ( _____ ) _____________________________________________________ 

E-mail ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

(ONLY CHECK ONE)  National Member _____ Chapter Member ______ Guest ______ 

NARFE Chapter No. _____ Chapter Name/Location  _________________________________________________________________________ 

Current Chapter Officer Position/Positions _________________________________________________________________________________ 

Current Federation Officer Position/Positions  ______________________________________________________________________________ 

Past Federation President (show dates of service)  _________________________________________________________________________ 

Do not write in this area; it is for Treasurer use only: 

Item No _______  Received  _______ Check No _______ $ Amount  _______  Registrations _____  Deposit Date  _______  
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Note:  Use a separate convention registration form for each registrant.   
PLEASE PRINT OR TYPE. 

SC NARFE Federation Conference registration fee is $75.00 per person.  The fee includes the reception Monday evening (at 6:30 
pm) and banquet buffet (with two entrée selections) Tuesday evening (at 6:00 pm).  Please submit payment in full by February 
27, 2018.  Late registration fee postmarked after February 27, 2018, is $85.00. 

Registration cancellations between March 1 and March 8, 2018, will be charged a $15 handling fee and any cancellation between 
March 9 and March 26 will be charged a $35 fee. Any cancellation fee will be waived if it is due to hospitalization or other 
serious problem depending on what meal function guarantees have been made.  Payment shall be made by check payable to SC 
NARFE Federation Conference and mailed with this registration to:  SC NARFE Federation Conference, ATTN:  Joe Arsenault, 
4296 Livorn Loop, Myrtle Beach, SC 29579                                                                                

Vegetarian     Gluten-free Dairy-free    Kosher or other (please specify below)  

         

Special dietary 
needs (check box): 

     



 

  

 
      

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Position Name Chapter Email Phone 

President Robert Shear Columbia robertshear.narfe87@hotmail.com 803-331-9567 

Vice President Morgan Hill Newberry hillmorjoy@cs.com 803-364-3106 

Secretary Patricia Currie Greenville patcur@yahoo.com  

Treasurer Kathryn Hensley Columbia kathrynhensley@hotmail.com  

Immediate Past President Kathryn Hensley Columbia kathrynhensley@hotmail.com  

SOUTH CAROLINA NARFE FEDERATION – EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

           

Area Vice President # 1 — Frank Painter, 
wfp642@comcast.net Margaret Baptiste Greater Charleston 72 
& Summerville 1082 

Area Vice President # 2 — Edward W. Griffin, 
egriffin1916@earthlink.net Columbia 87 & Aiken 934   

Area Vice President # 3 — Harry T. Brown,  
harry_bro@msn.com Anderson 825 & Clemson 1079 

Area Vice President # 4 — Joe A. McCarty,  
joemccarty@charter.net Greenville 121 & Spartanburg 560 

Area Vice President # 5 — Judithanne Hare, 
tlhare@truvista.net Newberry 772, Rock Hill 1180 & Camden 
2319 

Area Vice President # 6 — Marjorie A. Ricker, 
onthegotwo2@yahoo.com Florence 960, Meunier-Perry 
Myrtle Beach 1015 & Pawleys Island 1958 

Area Vice President # 7 — Walter Clarke, 
dscnttrvl@aol.com Beaufort 1021 & Hilton Head 2258 

Note:  These positions have just been renamed; they were 
previously called District Field Officers (DFOs). 
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Charleston and Summerville chapters partnered recently to staff a 
NARFE membership table at the Coastal Carolina Fair for Senior 
Day at the Fair.   

Pictured left to right are:  Gail Peapples (chapter 1082), Bill 
Greenhill (chapter 72), Pat Whitely and Charlie Giavelli (both 
from Chapter 1082).  Over 100 people visited NARFE’s  
table.  Visitors were particularly interested in literature pertaining 
to the recent health benefits open season.  This event may 
generate some new members since several retired federal 
employees expressed an interest in joining NARFE. 


